mainly that of the last three decades and is almost entirely in English, and furnishes a satisfactory basis on which to work. The highlights of the earlier period of pharmacology are certainly implicit in the literature and for the average student may have to remain there. With the continuing flood of new preparations it is pleasant to find the author still preaches that until the evidence is definitely positive it is unwise to chase after marginal advantages; this he stresses in the section on tranquillizers for instance. He steers a cautious middle course between scepticism and credulity and the information contained and the attitude inculcated should provide a useful basis for the further study of the drugs in therapeutics. For the British student the use of American trade names may be found disadvantageous but this may not be too serious if the book is used in the way it is intended and not as a direct text on therapeutics.
Bio-assay Techniques for Human Centrifuges and Physiological Effects of Acceleration edited by P Bergeret Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and Development, North Atlantic Treaty Organization AGARDograph No. 48 pp v+175 illustrated 70s Oxford, &c.: Pergamon Press 1961 At its annual meeting in 1959, the Aerospace Medical Panel of AGARD (Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and Development) devoted much of its attention to current research in the field of acceleration. Most of the papers presented on that occasion have now been printed, to make this ponderously-titled book.
It is, perhaps, natural that the American authors should be preoccupied with space-flight, and eight of the fourteen chapters are concerned almost exclusively with the effects of transverse accelerations and with protection against them.
The remaining papers range from a Canadian review of motion sickness and disorientation (caused by angular accelerations) to a French study of renal histology in the dog, and from a description of the new German centrifuge to the role of the reticulo-endothelial system in the response to stress. A lengthy appendix deals with the use of a card-index system in the medical documentation and selection of astronauts, a topic quite unrelated to the ostensible subject of the book. The solitary British contribution, entitled 'Instrumentation and the Human Centrifuge', is easily the best, and its plea for common sense in the design of experiments deserves a wider audience than it will reach in its present setting.
As a well-produced collection of typical congress papers, the book is an expensive success, but the serious student of acceleration or of physiology would do well to look elsewhere.
Clinical Audiometry by Michel Portmann MD and Claudine Portmann MD translated by Bruce Proctor MD and Sheila Wevers pp xxvi+ 349 illustrated 96s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This new book, emanating from the Regional Phone-audiology Centre of Bordeaux University, encompasses the whole theory and practice of clinical audiometry, in relation to modern audiology. That is to say it reveals the surprising potentialities of a clinical instrument in the hands of experts who, while appreciating the limitation and dangers of abstract instrumentation in the assessment of hearing, have put audiometry to every possible use that scientific ingenuity can devise. The authors' knowledge of their subject is such as to deserve the respectful and immediate attention of otologists, audiometricians, teachers of the deaf and all who would advance their own personal education in this field. Unfortunately the French language form has been too much preserved in translation and the English rendering is heavy and obscure in places. This slight defect, however, should not deter the reader from pursuing his study. The reward, in terms of information not easily obtainable elsewhere, will be found well worth the labour. The Symposium which is reported in this book was attended by surgeons and scientists to interchange ideas which would be of benefit to both groups.
The nine papers there presented have, in some cases, been expanded and valuable bibliographies added. The subjects covered are the control of mitotic activity in the skin, the mechanism of wound contraction, some factors affecting the deposition of collagen in the healing wound, the use of a microrespirometer for estimating the influence of various substances on the survival of skin in tissue culture, the effect of radiation on the different phases of wound healing, the adhesion of different dressing materials to experimental wounds and the tensile strength of healing wounds in aponeurosis. There are two papers on the clinical problems of wound healing.
This book will be of absorbing interest to all surgeons who may have little chance of access to the results of the many different lines of research on wound healing which are now being followed. The fifth edition of this textbook has come upon us a year earlier than usual. Again there is considerable revision both of text and when necessary of figures; scarcely a chapter is unaffected. Despite their valiant efforts the book has increased by some 5%. The chapters dealing with the ionic behaviour of nerves and with aid-base balance have been affected most by the revision. It is to be hoped that the early appearance of a new edition is more an index of increasing popularity than of the increasing rate of advance of physiology and biochemistry. Increased popularity can be dealt with by increased printing whereas the rapidity ofadvance may ultimately hinder the authors in their effort to present a balanced account of their subjects. We ought to be grateful to them for the execution of the Sisyphean task they have undertaken, and congratulate them on the work they have already accomplished. The student is still assured of a clear and balanced account of physiology and biochemistry which will serve him well in his future studies.
Several chapters may be too highly specialized for the general reader. This may limit the book's appeal but not its value as a contribution to a developing branch of medicine.
Poliomyelitis
Papers and discussions presented at the Fifth International Poliomyelitis Conference, Copenhagen, Denmark, July 1960 pp xxiv +435 illustrated 60s Philadelphia & Montreal: JBLippincott London: Pitman 1961 This book is rather like the libretto of an opera for, while it contains all the words which should have been said, fortunately or unfortunately it fails to convey the atmosphere of tension which only a full-stage performance like a poliomyelitis conference can generate and it can convey nothing of what went on behind the scenes.
While the papers on the fourth conference were concerned mainly with killed virus vaccine, this report of the fifth conference opens with a section in general virology such as virus morphology, mutations and the infectious process. These presumably are designed to put us into the right scientific frame of mind to evaluate the data on inactivated and live-virus vaccines which occupy the main part of the proceedings.
Like its predecessors this volume is beautifully produced with a very high standard of plates and setting. It should certainly be in the libraries of all students of poliomyelitis and of medical schools. It is too detailed for the general reader but will be of value for reference.
The whole show might be summed up in the closing words of the principal performers, Salk and Sabin, at the end of two of the acts. Salk scientifically said that 'The expectation that a killed-virus vaccine for poliomyelitis was merely a stage on the way toward the ultimate development of a live-virus appears to have reflected an underestimation of the potentialities of killed viral antigens'. Sabin on the other hand concluded 'that, given the proper leadership, crusades for the attempted eradication of poliomyelitis may also succeed in the United States and elsewhere'. Crusades have seldom been scientific and many will agree with the level-headed approach of
